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EUROPEAN SEAFOOD EXPO, BRUSSELS 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.43 pm]:  As some members are aware, I have recently been to 
Brussels representing Hon Jon Ford at the European Seafood Expo.  The expo is the biggest of its kind in the 
world and was a top-class promotion of Australian seafood.  Seafood in the global market is huge and the expo is 
a very significant forum to show the flag on behalf of the Australian fishing industry. 

In production terms, Australia might be a relatively small player, but what we lack in quantity, we surely make 
up for in the large range of premium quality seafood products that are available, and we are able to attract some 
of the best global prices for our seafood.  A key reason seafood buyers and consumers around the world like our 
seafood is that our fisheries are sustainably managed better probably than those anywhere else.  As consumers 
become more environmentally conscious, this will continue to be a major drawcard for our seafood. 

When the western rock lobster fishery became the first fishery in the world to be awarded the Marine 
Stewardship Council eco-label for sustainability in March 2000, it did not happen because the MSC liked the 
look of us or our lobster.  It happened because it was realised a long time ago that our pristine waters do not hold 
an endless supply of fish, and that there is a need to have systems in place to ensure that we have fish for the 
future.  It happened because for decades the fishing industry has been working closely with the Western 
Australian Department of Fisheries to make our fisheries sustainable.  Indeed, we now have another MSC 
certified fishery, the ice fish fishery, most of the fish from which will be exported.   

It is clear that in Europe, as in many other parts of the world, fisheries are in big trouble.  They have been fished 
out and they do not have the very effective management structures in place that we do.  Earlier this year, the 
United States of America retail giant Wal-mart announced that the company will source all of its wild-caught 
fresh and frozen fish for the North American market from fisheries that meet the MSC’s environmental standard 
for sustainable and well-managed fisheries.  This is good news for Western Australian seafood producers 
because when the world’s largest retailer starts setting such a standard, others will follow.  Indeed, United 
Kingdom stores such as Marks and Spencer, Sainsbury’s and Tesco are also realising that consumers are 
demanding fish from sustainable sources, and are starting to change their seafood purchasing to fit in with MSC 
standards.  In fact, one day was set aside before the start of the expo for a forum of MSC fisheries, chaired by the 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council and attended by representatives from MSC fisheries from all over 
the world.  There were also representatives from the Marine Stewardship Council.  This was a very productive 
forum, as my parliamentary colleagues Hon Bruce Donaldson and Hon Murray Criddle, who also attended, will 
agree.   

Australia’s success at the expo was due to the hard work of many people from the Western Australian Fishing 
Industry Council who, on behalf of the entire Australian seafood industry, organised Australia’s participation at 
the expo.  WAFIC did an excellent job and made sure that all Australian seafood was prominently promoted at 
the most prestigious seafood trade event in the world. 

I give my personal thanks to the officers from the WA Department of Fisheries, including chief executive officer 
Peter Rogers, ministerial liaison officer Ian Curnow, who was most helpful, and John Looby, whose sense of 
humour is as dry as a neat Bombay gin.  There is no doubt about the benefits of the Brussels expo, and the need 
for seafood exporters to continue to promote our products in face-to-face meetings with potential and existing 
seafood buyers. 

House adjourned at 9.47 pm 
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